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Do you think you and Ma'am Haleema are 
successful?
I think we are on a journey. What we are trying 
to do is going to take decades to achieve. 
Success in life should be measured by how 
much you struggle. Since we are constantly 
fighting against odds, we are successful. 
What would you like to be if you were not a 
teacher?
A human life is about being creative, free and 
doing interesting things. So teaching, I think, 
comes closest to being free. Research is also 
exciting. You end up solving problems, which 
is intellectually stimulating. The same goes for 
entrepreneurship. You are always encountering 
new challenges and you have to figure out a 
way to solve them. 
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We feel that students should be given limited 
amount of homework. This will give them time 
to relax, study, and focus on their co-curricular 
activities.

We are proud to present Maktab's first ever 
issue of its quarterly bilingual newsletter. It 
took some time to get published due to some 
initial hiccups. This newsletter includes 
international news, national news, news 
related to Maktab, and creative work by our 
students. 
Maktab's new year kicked off with many new 
admissions. Everybody was excited to meet 
new admission students and make friends with 
them. By now these students have adjusted 
well to Maktab. We hope that they enjoy and 
cherish this new academic year.
 A major change that took place this year is the 
uniform. Therefore, we thought that we should 
ask the students how do they feel about their 
new uniform. Some of the students, mostly the 
new admissions, feel that the uniform is not a 
big change, as they wore uniforms in their 
previous  schools  as  wel l .  They feel 
comfortable in the polo shirt and trousers. 
Other students say that they feel 'awesome' in it 
and think it is a good change. On the other 
hand, a significant fraction of the student body 
wants no uniform at Maktab. They say that 
students should be allowed to wear coloured 
clothes of their own choice.
     An issue that was raised by the students of 
Grades VI-IX was that a lot of homework is 
being given. Many children say that due to 
excessive homework, they are not able to focus 
on their class tests, and other activities 
(including co-curricular activities). They do 
not get time to relax or play.  A student said, “I 
go home, have lunch, and start doing my 
homework.  By the time I finish it, I am tired 
and I do not get time to read any books or play.”  
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An interview with
Dr. Irfan Chaudhary

We sat down with the founder of Maktab, Dr. 
Irfan Chaudhary, and asked him a few 
questions about him, his vision, and his future 
plans.  
Tell us about yourself.
I went to school in Lahore. From 1976 to 1988, 
I was in Aitchison and then I went to study at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT). From there, I completed my bachelor's, 
master's and Ph.D. I also worked there for three 
years. After that, I came back to Lahore and 
started teaching at UET and LUMS.
What was the true inspiration behind 
Maktab?
The inspiration came from my experience at 
MIT. The people there had strong passions and 
interests. They believed in doing things. 
Whether it is mathematics, chemistry, art, 
music or whatever it is that they do, it is the 
passion that drives them. I wanted to build a 
diverse and self-reflective community of 
passionate, committed, and creative people. 
So, that was the initial motivation. I think that 
students here in Pakistan are too focused on 
their grades. There is no doubt that getting 
excellent grades in standardized exams is 
necessary, but it is certainly not sufficient.
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A weekly club program has been initiated by 
Maktab. Groups of students from Grades IV-
IX have started different clubs which include 
History Club, Gardening Club, and Chess 
Club. Hopefully all these clubs will be 
beneficial and enjoyable for the students. 

Rimsha Mamoon
Grade IV

Starting of clubs

It was a great idea to start student-led clubs. 
However, the club activity is haphazard at the 
moment. We urge the administration to stick 
with this innovative idea, and to improve its 
execution.  

The Editors 
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 ہ�� د� � ا� �ل ر� �  دس �ل � � �ت � � ا� � �  ، � ا� دن ا� � ا� وا� � �� آ� اور � �� �۔ � �ش � �  اب � � ء � ز�� �اروں �۔� د�ں � � � � د� د� �، � روز و

 ہ�� � � � �ے �� �� �ا � ر� �،�د�ں � �ا� � � � �ے � ��   ز� �ا �� �� � ،� �ں �  � � �دا �� � ۔ � �� � � ا� �دا � � � � � اب و ا� � � ۔ � � ا
�
� آ� �،� �ا � ،�� � �� � � �  �ر � �� آ� � �ى رو� �ل � �۔�ر � �� آ� � � � � آ� � � � � ��ن � � � � � ����� �، � � � �ڑ� � � �ں ،اور اب دو�رہ � � ��� 

� �رى � � � ۔� �� � وں � ۔ � � ا� � � د � � �� � �رے �� � ،۔ � � �م ا�اد � � �  �ت � ا�ر � ر� �، � � � � �ى � ط �ں � �رے  �ھ � � �ڑ�۔ اب َ

 ن� �ل ر� �ں ۔  ے� ا � �ا � � �ں � اور اس � � وا� آج � �ا اُ� �ح � ل ر� �۔� � ش �ں � � � � � � �ں � �ا �ل ر� � اور � � ا� ز� دہ � ز�دہ � د

� آج ا� �ور در� � � �ں � �ى ز�� � ا� � �� �،ا� ��س �ل � ا��وں � ��ر � � �� �� ۔اس و� �ے � � اور 
�
� � �� � � � �ں � � ر� � � د�،�ا ، ا�ر ر�ل، � ��، �� ��  اور �ا �� �ن �� ۔ و� ں � ا� ا� � � �ے �� َ
�
 ن� � �گ � اس � �� � �۔� ا� د� آم � � �ں ، � � �� � � ��وں � �� �� �، �َے � َ ، �� ،�� ،�، �� اور ��ا

� ُ� � �ب ��ہ � آپ  � �ت �ٹ � � � � � ��  �وع �د� �، �� �� � � �ور  ��ہ � � و� ا� ��ر� � � �� ر� �۔�� � � � ُ
�
 ہ� �ر � � �� ،� ا� دو�ں � �� � � � �� �� � � �ن  �ى � � �، اس � َ ��ہ � �رى �رى � � ��ن � �� � � � و

 ہاس �ا �  �رے وا�� � � � � � �� � � �رى �� �ور � �� � ۔ � � � �ر ا��ں � � �� �� � �� � � و

�۔ � دو� ا� دو�ے � �رے د� � � � �� �ط � � � � ا� ��ں � �� ��۔١٩٤٧ء � �ى ز�� � � �� وا� � �ك 

 ن� �ٹ د� ، � � �ى � و� � � � � � �� �ا �ر � � �د� � آ�۔ ��ں � ا�� � �� �ے �رے ��ا

� � � �ہ �۔اس �ح �ل ا�ل � � ٤ دوڑوں � �ق 
�

ِ� رو� �وس � �،� � ا�ل � � � آ�ز � ا�� � 

 ز� �وع �ا۔ا� �وس � �ف � ا� اور ��  �ش ا�ا

� � �زى � آ�ز �۔ا� ،��،آ� اور �� � ��رت 

� � ��ہ �۔� �� � � � � � رو� �وس � 

�،          � � رو� �وس �رے �ش �، �م �ڑ� ں � ا� 

ا� ق � ��ہ �� �� ا� دو�ے � �� ��

� �� اور �  �� ���ں � ا�  � ا� د� 
� �

���ل � ��ں � �  �،� �� �� � ، �� � اور 

 م� �� �ء � ا�ع �دى �  ا�د � �، � �ہ �و�ا
��

��� ا�ل اور � ل ا�ل � دو�ں �و� � در�ں  � � �

� � �� �۔ � �رہ دن �اب �� �

و� � � �خ �د� �۔اس � � � دو�رہ � � 
�
�� � دن � � �� � ۔اب ا�ر � � اس �ت � � � َ
��

��� ا�ل � � �� � �ل ا�ل � �

� آ� �ر � �� �ل ا�ل � � � �� ،� � � � 

�ش � اور ا� ا� � و� � � د�� �۔� �وع �ا � 

 ن�  � ا� ا� �وس � �ڑ�ں ��ش ��� � � ا

 ن� � � ا�ا� � ر� �۔   �م � ر �ر � ا

�س � � � رو� �وس � �ا� اور � � �زى � � 

 ن� ا�ے، � �ڑ�ں � � � � � ��  �ا

� � رو� �وس � � � آوٹ � � � � ا�س �۔ا� 

�وس � �رى آ� � ��،�،ا�،اور ر�ء � � �ہ 

Habitat loss is one of the key threats facing 

elephants. Many climate change  projections 

indicate that key portions of elephants' 

habitat will become significantly hotter and 

drier, resulting in poorer foraging conditions 

and threatening calf survival. Increasing 

conflict with human populations taking over 

more and more elephant habitat and 

poaching for ivory are additional threats that 

are placing the elephant's future at risk.
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 �� �ر�� � � � ، � ��  ١٩ �ورى ٢٠١٩ء � � ا�ل 

٢١ �ورى � �� � � �� ��ت � � � ر� �� � �وا 
�
د� � رو� اور ا� �وس � �� � �� �� � ان � � ء �

� �� � � �ا� �وس � �� � � � �� � �� � 

 �� � �� � � �   �ڑ  �و� � �ن اس � دو�ں

 اور ��ں �    �۔ا� � � � � � �ڑ�ں � �ز�ں 
��

 ا�ل � � � �ن  ��� ��ں � ا�ن � د� � � ،رو� �وس � �

��� �ل اور �ل ا�ل � �ن � � �خ �، � �ل ا� ل �����

 � ��ا�   وس  ا� �      � ��ا� � ا�� اور � رو� �وس

� ��ن ��رى � ر� �۔� � � رو� �وس � ا� 

�ل � � � ا� �وس � �ں � � �� �ش و �� � ��ہ 

�� �� � � � � � آ�ى � � � �ل �� 

�ر �ا� �د�۔  � � دو�ا � � � � �۔ دو�ں �ں 

� � ڑى � � � � � � � �� �ل �� � �� � ر� 

 � �� �وس �ار �� �۔ آ�ى  � ، �� اس � � ��� � � ء

��� � �� رى �ا� �ل ��� ا� �م � ۔ ��  � ��ِ

ا� �وس � �� � ا� � � �� وہ ��ر دو�ى د� �� 

 رو� �وس � ��ڑے اداس �   �ار �ے �۔ �  َ�وس
�� ��

��� ا�ل � � �ا  ٰ�ن � � ا�ں � ا� �� �۔ آ� � � �

� � �وس � ��ار � � ��ا � �ا� � �� � 

 ا� �وس �� �       �  �ر �ل � � �� �۔ا�� �� �ر

� رو� �وس � � اس �ت � �رے �ش � آر� �� 

 �۔ �  ���  �  �  �   �ا  ا� �

� ��

�ى ��

� ��ن �د�ى (�)

�� �خ         (�)

(�)  � ��

ر� ء ��ن (�)

� � �� �ں 



The girl who flew

Once upon a time, far far away in a magical 
land called 'Drovskard', lived a man and his 
wife. After a marriage of 20 years, god blessed 
them with a baby girl. At the day of the baby's 
birth, the father died and everyone was in deep 
sorrow. A few months later on a sunny day, the 
mother took the sleeping baby out on the roof. 
After few minutes the phone rang and the  
mother went inside to attend it.  Suddenly, an 
eagle came and took the baby to the magical 
mountains. 

The mother called the forest rangers for help. 
The search party began looking for the baby. 
After a long time, they found the eagle's nest on 
the top of the magical mountain. They trapped 
the eagle and rescued the baby and took her 
back to the mother.

After this event, mother began to notice 
magical powers in the baby. The baby was 
often seen flying in and out of her house. So, 
the mother decided to name the baby 'Emile de 
Drach', which is Drovskard for 'the girl who 
flew.’

Rida Usman 
Grade IV

 This grasshopper has a scientific name which 
is  Pekilocerin or the painted grasshopper. It is 
also called “Titighodo” in some tribal areas. It 
is found in the Indian subcontinent and feeds 
on Caltropis Gigantea, a poisonous plant, also 
called the crown flower, which has many 
commercial uses. It belongs to the family of 
bombardier beetles and is sometimes 
considered a pest. It discharges a white, 
slightly vicious and bad tasting liquid when its 
head is squeezed slightly. Scientists think it is 
poisonous as it is a fleshy species and must 
have some defense against predators.

Mubeen Irfan Chaudhry 
Grade VII

This blue yellow grasshopper was found while 
I was sitting on the terrazzo steps in the front of 
the library. After some time, it gave a great 
flying jump aided with its wings to the level 
stone ground where there were many small 
children playing. As it jumped towards them, 
they started screaming, causing a lot of 
commotion. The children bumped into each 
other.

The blue yellow
 grasshopper

Grade I, II and III's 
Trip to the Lahore Zoo

The wind

In November 2018, Maktab organized a trip for 
Grades I ,II and III to the Lahore Zoo.  Earlier, 
Mrs. Irfan Chaudhary had announced the trip 
for them. All the younger children were excited 
and were looking forward to the it.  For more 
than a week, little was talked about but the 
upcoming trip.  At last, the much-awaited day 
came. In what was supposed to be lines, the 
enthusiastic children entered the arranged 
transport haphazardly. Rumors spread as the 
chattering children enjoyed their ride to the 
zoo. 
The students viewed the various animals wide 
eyed, ranging from giraffes to crocodiles.  
Many of the children, as they passed by the 
vacant elephant area, noted the absence of the 
much-loved elephant Suzi, who died more than 
a year ago.  After visiting more animals, 
including the spectacular rhinoceros, everyone 
took a break and had lunch. 
The children got to the lions' cages, where food 
had just been given. One of the mighty lions, 
with fierce yellow eyes, looked up from his 
food and roared loudly in the children's 
direction. This caused much energy in the 
crowd as many of the children tried to match 
the magnificent beast's sound but were 
unsuccessful. However, they did give the 
surrounding spectators a hearty laugh. Finally, 
it was time for the students to go.  The tired 
children left the zoo with many stories to tell 
about their trip.

Huzaifa Irfan
Grade IV
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Who might know the wind's destination?
The wind's destination
The places it will reach,
And the strange lessons it will teach.
Where does the wind blow?
I guess I would never be able to know.

Rameen Ahmed 
Grade IV

The wind is blowing over there,
The wind is blowing over here.
No one can beat the wind in a race, 
It moves eternally in a fast pace.

The annual Mardi Gras celebrations in Rio De 
Janeiro is a world famous festival. It is a time of 
joy when the streets of Rio fill with drums, 
people and refreshments. The first festival was 
celebrated in 1723 AD.  This event has 
different dates every year. Mardi Gras is 
usually set 47 days before Easter. This year the 
dates for the event were 9th to 18th of February.

Manan Ali
Grade V

The Annual 'Mardi Gras' 
Festival in Rio de Janeiro
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�ى ز�� � � �ر � آ�و �ف �  � �  �� � ، اور � 
� �� � �ر�  � ��� �ف اور �ف "�" � و� � � � ا۔ �

� � �� �ل �  � � � � � � � � اب � ��ر � 

ا� � را �� � آ�و �ف � � �� ۔ � � � �� 

�،� اور� � �ء � �ے �� � � � ۔٦،ا�� 

٢٠١٩ء  � � دن � � �ء  ���ون ا ��  � � ۔ � 

� � � �ش �۔ و�ں � � � آ�و�ف   � � � 

�� �  ا��ت

�ا� �  (�)

� � � � �ت � � �۔ � � � � اور � � �  

 ر�� ۔  � ا� � � �د  ٢-�١ �ل � �ق � �� �ا

�� � ، � � � � � و� � � � �ا �� � ��ر � 

ا� ا�  ا�ل �  �ں � � � �� � � � � � اور 

�ں � ذ� اور � � � � � اس  � ا� � � � � 

 ر�ں   �۔ � � م �ں � �� � "� ا��  " � ��ا

� � � ا� �ا �� �ا� �

�ِ روا� "� "� �ل٧ ٢٠١ء-٢٠١٨ء � � �  

��� �� ِ � ِ ا��ت � ا�د  �٢٣ورى ٢٠١٩ء � � دن 

�۔اس �� � آ�ز � � � ��� ��  �،  ا�ل ا��  � 

 ز� �� �۔ وا�� �رہ و� �  ا�ل � � ��رت ا�ا

� �وع �� ، � �د � ا�� � � � �۔ �ں � 

���ں �  آ�ز �وت �م ِ �ك � ��۔ � � �  � ِ

�وپ � �� �م � � �ء � ��ر� � � � � � 

۔��� �� �� �ں � اس �� � ��ں � �رت 

� �ا� ر�۔اس � � دو�ے �� � � �وپ � 

�� �م � � �ء � دوڑوں � �� �� � �  � 

� د� �� د� � �۔ � دوڑ � � � �� � ا��ت 
�
 ن� د� �� � ، � � � � ا�دہ اور رو� �� � �ا

� � � � ا�م � �۔ ا�م � �م ��ء � ا�ل � 

��ى ا� � � �� � �� � � � �ں �� ِ �ِ 

ا��ت �� �۔

دو�ى �� ا�ل � ��ى ا�� � �� � ،� اور 

� � �ء � �اور �� � � � �ں � د� � � ��� � 

�ظ �۔�ن ِ �� � آ� � �را � �� � ِ ا��ت 

� آ�ز � � ۔ � ��ن ا� �د�ى � �ل٢٠١٨ء-

 ن  ن�ں � � ���ں � ذ�� و� اس دورا �٢٠١٩دورا

� آ� وا� �ت � � ذ� �۔  �ن �� � �� �م ِ 

� � ا� اور � � ��ں � �ا�۔� م �ء � � � 

ا� �رى � � �۔ � �� ���ں � �� ا�ل � 

�� �ل �  اور �� ا�ل � � ��ن ����� � � ز�دہ ا��ت  

�د�ى ��� �۔

  ززو� �ل،ا� � ��  � �ر�د� � �ء �  �� �ء � ا�ا

،� ��ن �د�ى اور � ��ن �د�ى � �۔�ں � 

��ں � � � ز�دہ � � �ن،� ا�� اور ��ں 

� �� �� �� �� � ��ب ��۔ اب �رى � � 
��
�ا�ں � � �ں ��� اور �ل ا�ل � �� �ر�� � ِ

دو�ں �ا �ں رو� �وس � ا� �م �۔�� � ��ں � 
��
��� ا�ل � ��ں � � � رو� �وس � �� �  �ل ِ

ا�ل � �� � �ا� ا� �وس � ا� �م �۔اب � � 

 ہ� �وس �  �� �� ا� � � � �ا� � � � آ� و

� � �� ۔ا�ن �ا � � � � � �ل � �ح اس �ر � 

� �ا� ا� �وس � � �� � �۔آ� � �� اور د� 

�از�ت ��� ��ں � �ا� � �۔ 
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